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Our Worſhips commands in Sir 1. D. 
the Lady F. and Mr.s, aftzirs, have been 
obſerved wich that care and exactnefs 
that becomes him who underitands l1t- 
tle other buſineſs he hath ro do in his 
. world, beſide your ſervice, as will appear to your 
«great trouble, in the redious account of chem, ſenc 
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your boy de bee P, as an alleviation rare 

thoughts 0 Fe ww Jour a 
ſtrange Accideatcharbete! us hereof Jate : The Az- 
cident, Sir is this : 

Honeſt 7. $. was going to N, Market, about one of 
theclock the laſt Thurſday morning ;z and obſerving 
(as you know he js Eulious that way above hk gongl1- 
tion)the ſituation of the Stars in T awry was fr 
zcd with aſndden glering and light, which obliged 
him and his companions to alight and view the 
lirange thing more narrowly ; but fo confounded he 
was with the zude Gang he had gor (to whom might 
be applicd the Diſcourſc of the Duke d'Hfva, whe be- 
ing demanded, wherher he had ſeen the laſt Comer, 
ſaid, He had not for many years veen at leiſure to look up ſo 
high ) that until he had tired them as much with his 
patienceand obſervation, asuhey had him with thcir 
noiſe and impertinence,' be coufd 'notgnabe any exact 
judgement of its Figure, Situation, or _— Ar 
laſt having difſmiſfed the people that talked nothing 
but Lilly and Booker, and concluded nothing bur fears 
and jfloubch, he went, up a little Hill by theway 
ſide, «nd ley upon his back ncer a quarter of aohovur, 
berween two and three of the clocks in which 
ſture he obſerved a Star, in his apprehenſion abour 
the ſame dimenſion with Jupiter, South Sguth- Weſt, 
dazling ourglaring and glimmering Beams (as far'as 
he could then judge)ſome 1 1 yards long,and ſx ſiroad, 
declining between 3 and 4 a clock Welt-ward'y fo as 
that by the interpoſition of an untoward Clond he 
loſt ir,and ſo aroſe and followed his Comerades , who 
within ſix hours after filled the Town with the moſt 
horrid 


| 


The Blowing Star. 
| ' horrid apprehenfions thar mortals could be poſſeſſed 
with z thoſe more knowing refle@ing 92 that in Caſ- 
ſopzia,the old people talking of the Blazing Star 1607, 
and the Comet 16068. and the ſubtle Fanaticks im- 
proving mens fears and ignorance by a more dreadful 
ltory of Prodigies (wherein che mearctt of chem, as 
' your \Vorfhip. obferved very well at 8. April 7. arc 
molt ready and pun@tual) tnſomuch chat our Town 
| had amaſſed together ſo much -ftrange diſconrſe of 
ſuch memor2ble things as happened fince his Majeſties 
molt memorable Reſtauration -(a miracle thar in my 
po2r opinion might ſuperſede all others)as occaſioned 
D-.T. (tor whoſe Prudence and Learning this place is 
infinitely obliged to you) to preach laſt Sunday upon 
| this Text, There ts n0 new thing under the Sun; wherein, 
| havingpremiſed the ſtory of Chayles the Greae, who 
looking on che new Star which preſaged and preceded 
his death, was very inquiſitive and defirous to know 
| what it portended,Enjgardes(who writ his Hiſtory)re- 
| turneth the words of the Propher Jeremy, Chap. 10,2, 
| foran(wer4 Be not diſmayed at the Signs of the Heaten, for 
| the Heathen aye diſmayed at them : Ulnto which the wiſe 
Emperor replies 3 Ne quidem metwere ſe ejuſmods Jigna, 
' ſed ſignorum opificem cauſam 3 Thar he did not i 
fear any lignes of that nature, but the Maker or cauſe 
; of thoſe lignes ;: addingy, That ir is moſt: certainly, 
true, thavſecond cauſes ere ſeldom ſuſpended/or alter- 
+ ed in their motions and aQtings, bur only upon ſpecial 
| deſign, to let the world know that nature and the 
| chainot cauſes arenorindependent, buethar he is the 
| Soveraign Lord of ghem, and their being and motions. 
* 209] are 
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. thoſe Verſes of Lucretras ; 


are in his hand : yer wicthal he muſt repeat (he ſaid) 


: . Bs . 
Cetera que fiert in terris caloq;, tuentuy 


Mortales pevidis quam pendent mentibus ſepe 
Ef ficrunt antmos bumiless formidine druum 
Depreſſoſqz premunt ad terram : propteres qued 
Ignorantia cauſarum conferre deorum 

Cogit ad impertum res, 0 concedere regnum & 
Quorum operum cauſa nulla ratione Uadere 
Poſſunt 5 bec fiert druino numine dicant. 


Which I finde thus Engliſhed in a little Book Sir 
R.T. beſtowed on me. | 


Thoſe Bugbear-Meteors which the timerous eyes 


Of pavid mortals wonder at inthe skies : 

And thoſe unfrequent Progidies that appear f 
On Earth (while their weak ſouls are tool'd by ſear) 
Arethe ſole charmes that do emaſculate | 
And cheat mens minds into a beliet of fate 

And ſome vingi&ivenymen : for becauſe 
Menuyderftand not natures criptick Laws 

Nor her occult cfhciency, they fiye 

(To ſalve their ignorance) to divinity: 

And idly reſt in this, whare're betal ; 

"Twas caus'd by Providence, that diſpoſeth all. 


Seconding it with a paſſage, as I remember, of 
Plutarchs, That ibour lenonncs only of things, _ 


makes them ſeem to us both prodigious and I 
ous x : 
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The Blazing Star. 5 
lous : whereas were \ 9 true cauſe known or hunted 
our, the wonder would quickly abate, and ſeem leſs z 
and thar which before ſeemed monſtrous and miracu- 
lous , would become very common, if not contempti- 


ble. Which mindes me of a paſſage in Du Bartas : 


I'll not gainſay but that a knowing man 
May gtue ſme reaſon (if be lift toſean) 


Of all that moves under heavens bollow cope. 


The honeſt Gentleman (whom I pitie when he 
throwerth away his Learning on a poor Village in 
your abſence) acknowledging , That God might raiſe 
Nature (which he ſaid was bur his Art) above the ap- 
prehenſion of common men. Yet he aſſcried, Thar 
theſe things have been in every age,and that men have 
aſſigned the cauſcs of chem, nor obſerving any fatal 


- effects from them z as the Twins in one brought foreh 


Anno 1474 neer Verona, with four hands, two heads, 
four legs, ewo privities , and joyned juſt from the bur- 
rock upward : and thoſe in #bulera village in Flanders 
1567. achilde with two heads, four arms, and mem- 
bers in all other parts for rwo bodics, ſaverthe legs, of 
which there were bur two onely : the cauſe whereof 
was affigned by the Phyficians of thofe times to be a 
violent contuſion ; and the event proved no worſe, 
then that ewo Queens were thoſe years brougiit to bed 
of Twips apiece : which (with many more terre- 
ftrial wonders ) he inſiſted upon, t 
Bur the occaſion being a celeſtial one, he mentioned 
out of Biſhop &#ſher the orderly Armies and Fights in 
the air , over Antiochw his tent , anno mundi 3785. 
B which 
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which imported no more harm to him , then that. he 
ſhould take Jeruſalem , as he did with all irs treaſures 
fourty days afterwards. 

The fire in heaven, 4xzo Chr, 15. when there was no 
eruſt bur a young Emperovr was born , and a Plot of 
Agrippa and Julia's defeated, 

A Blazing Scar like a {word hanging over Rome, 
anno Chriſlt 39. when Tiberius (erled and 
and Otho was bory, 

A dreadful Comet fix yards in bigneſs to common 
appearance for fourty days , Anzo Chr. 48, when Ve- 
ſpaſian took onely the [le of #1gbt , and his fouldicrs 
overthrewthe Pras, 

The vaſt Star cf thirty yards lergth, laſting fix 
monrhs, three weeks, and four days , azo Chriſt: 56, 
betokened oneiy Nero's five years good Reign as did 
another three years after, intimating his Conqueſt of 
the Jews : and fifteen years atter , when Titus utterly 
ſubdued the Jews : and ſeven years after, when Adri- 
81 was born, and & {om was (ctled, 

Amo Chriſt $1, A Terrible Comer appeared. Tie 
fc of it was no other, but that Haldanms the Swede 
was reſtored to his Kingdom from which he was ex- 
pclled. 

Anno Chriſti 152. Three Suns appeared at Conflay- 
ti:ople (ar the ſame time)with a Star and a Rain- bow, 
The effe& was this: Ceſar ſeeing a wonderful fire at 
Rome, cauſeth the perſecution tro ceaſe by an Edit 
from himſelf. 

Anno Chriſt 187, Stars were ſcen all the day 
long at Rome, And ſome Apparitions Lung ſtreaming 
down inthe very middle of the Air, The cffcR of ir 

was 
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was this : Perennius and his Son were executed for 
Treaſon, Hannoof France wars with the Romans. 

Anno Chriſti 195, There were ſeen at Rome three 
Stars very glorious, The cffe of it was this : Seve- 
ras followed war againſt the Parthians, 

Anno Chriſt; 204, A Comet for many dayes toge- 
ther was ſeen at Rome, The effe& : The Romans waſte 
Arabia; ftrange Hereſics broached by Praxeas, 

Ia the yearof our Lord 237, A Blazing Star was 

ſeen art Rome, that extended it ſelfa very great length, 
and was ſeen both co burn and blaze many nights to- 
gether, Tue effe@t; The Goths arthis time became 
terrible to the Roman Empire, 
; Intheyearof our Lord 343. There was a terrible 
| Comet ſeen tor many dayes rogether at Rome, The 
effc& : Conſtentine and Licttus met at Chalcedon, Oaa- 
Uian recovers Britain by the aid of Fincomore. , 

In the year of our Lord 377. A Comet of wonder- 
ful greatneſs was ſeen in Cicilis, The eftc of its 
Thar the Scots and P:&s were fer together by the cars 
by Maximw. And the Goths turn Arrians, 

In the year of our Lord 384. A ficry Pillar inthe 
Heavens ; the influence whereof was remarked with 
noother produ@, then that Maxim poſſeſſerh Bre- 
tain, Fraxce, Spain and Africa, And upon an Appeal 
from the Council of Bowrdeanx ferled France. 

In the year of our Lord 392, The Grecians obſerved 
a new Star like a {word for three and forty days to- 
gether, The remarkable contingence that attended 
it, was the crowning of Eugenius Emperor, and the 
Romans impoſing a Tribute upon the French, 

A like a&ion whereunto happened ia the year 439. 

B 3 when 
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when a fword-like Star was ſeen at Rome, And the 
Hiſtory abour that time mentioneth nothing more re- 
markable, then the deſiruion of the Goths by divid- 
on amongſt themſelves ; and the ſettlement of Chii- 
ftianity by the burning of the $Sy6-ls books , and the 
overthrow of the Idol-Temples. 

In the” years 434. & 454. Two dreadful Comers 
were (cen; the one for {ix weeks, the other for cen 
weeks together : the firſt whereot had no other ho- 
nour, then that wonderiul Peacc between the Empe- 
ror and the Vandals; nor the other any more repute, 
then the Britaiys confining of the Saxoxs within the 
Hle of Tharet, 

Inthe famous year of our Lord 483. The world 
was amazed with the two wondertul blazing Stars 
ſeen in Ruſsia, which yer had gone out like a candle 
in ſnuff, had not Claus his no leſs wonderful Conqueſt 
innobled them tothe renown of Prodigies. And an 
eminent Comet was obſcrved inthe royal Sign Sagit- 
tarius, by the incomparable Mathemarician Alman- 
das, which yet had been forgotten as the laſt Chriſt» 
mas-candle, had not it blazed afreſh with the glo- 
riesof the then Emperour, who ſhewed that Stars 
ruled the world, and wiſc men Stars. 

'Inthe year of our Lord 590, The Roman Empire 
ſiood amared at a blazing Meteor as great as it fclf, 
which yet was ne greaser 1n its blaze (I muſt confeſs) 
then in irs produ. A Famine fo great in Brite;x, that 
the people afſembled rhemſclves rogether in flocks to 

"caſt themſelves wntothe Sca: and a Plague fogreat 
10 Rome, that 800, men f{cll dead im one hour in the 
time of Proccfhon. | | 

And 
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And yet an horrible Comet in the fame place, in 
the year of our Lard 597, was fo innocent, that there 
is no other efteR of irconveyed to poſterity, then that 
bleſſed one of Sr. Gregories redeeming the captive 
Chriſtians in Greece from the Heathens, and the more 

miſerable captive Heathens from Heatheniſ ir (elf : 
nor chat Metcor which Jeruſalem for a month rogether 
doted on, any other conſequence then that Dagopart 
was ſole Monarch of France, and the Pope ſole Arbi- 
ter of the quarrel between. the Sayazers and rhe Em- 
peror of Conſtantinople. 

'Tis true, inthe year of our Lord 687, ncar Chr;#- 
mas time, (Chriſt muſt till be honoured with a Star)a 
vaſt Comet was obſerved near the conſtellation which 
is called Vergiliz, when the Emperor defeated the 
Sclaui, and raiſed fo great a controverſie about the 
ele&ion of the Pope of Rome, that for many years at- 
ter he had the choice of him himſelf, 

The years {even hundred twenty three, and forty ſe- , 
ven, were honoured with two Comets together in 
Italy, when Ttaly cantoned it ſelf intro Dukedoms and 
tree States : And another Comer like a ſword, which 
indecd was followed at Conſtentinople with & Plague 
for three years, .that they wanted men to bury their 
dead ; but withal with ſuch a ſucceſs of the Emperors 
againſt the Sarazens,. 85 gave Law to Cyprus, and molt 
of thoſe neighbour Countreys, 

'Tis crue, the blazing Star inthe Eaſt might figni- 
fie(ſaid ſome Aſtronomers)the expulſion of Telerich 
and yet, why not the Emperors onſlaught of 6900 
Sarazers,and Alpbonſus his overthrow of feventy thou- 
ſand more, which happened about the (ame time [ b 


\..- Vandals and Sarazens incurfions 3 and yer mighr prog - 
 noſticare as well cheir overthrows, borh happening in 
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The Cometin Aries, in the year 840, might ſigni- 
fic the Moors waſte of Italy; and why not their expul- 
fion our of it> for both are in the Annals of one yeer, 

The blazing Star vertical to Spaiz, might impore the 


one month. 

Three Comets for a fortnight vertical to Germany, 
might foretel that Gorſaluus thould have poyſoned 
Sarcho with an Apple, and might likewiſe as well 
bode that the French King and the Emperor after their 
bloody War, ſhould play ar Cards this year : for 
theſe are the rwo moſt remarkable paſſages for this 

ar. - 
, A Comer very horrible to behold, caſting out 
flames on every fide, {eca in the year of our Lord 
1962, might portend Otho Ins with a pair of 
Gloves z and why not the flying of the Danes to the 


- Church, being there burnt, when chey were worſted 


at Oxfora'? 

Stella Crinita, or that very great hairy Comet, 
which appeared in the year 1043. might indeed fore- 
rel that the Emperor ſhould have overcome the Ruſ- 
fians, who invaded his Territories : and why not as 
well the great Famine in Geymazy and France, together 
with the Pruſsiaxs invaſion of Polonza, where were 
1500 and 2000 taken, all happening the ſame year > 

The ewo blazing Stars which were ſeen vertical to 
Poland, inthe year 1058, might preſage the Saxons 
Rebellion againtt the Empceror,as well as the Ruſ5ian5 


both happening about the ſame time, 


Rebellion in Poland, which were reduced by Bulelaw, 


The 
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The Comer which appeared for eighteen days to- 
ether, and the Star with the Crols and a half Moon, 
Gen in /taly in the year 1212, might foretel that two 
hundred thouſand Moors ſhould be {lain by the Spa- 
niards : and likewiſe the valour of the Flemiſh , who 
rogetber with the Engliſh took three hundred Sayl of 
ſhips from Phzlip King of France, and byrntone hun- 
dred more z happening in the ſameyear, 

The great Comet feartul ro behold in the year 1242. 
might indeed fignifie the Infidels taking of Jeruſalem ; 
and why not as well the miſerable Plague in Greece, 
and the great Famine in Conſtaztinople 2 

The great Comer which appeared in the year 1255 
might {ignifie the Venertians raking of Padua, as well 
as the breaking in of the Genoele into Yerice ,, and 
their expulſion, 

That Comer of notable greatneſs ſcen in the year 
1285 , might portend the Norwegians invaſion of 
Denmark , as well as the Helvetians War againſt the 
Empecrour, 

The Comet of wonderful magnitude which appea- 
red in the year 1300, might toretel that the Engliith 
ſhould bear the Scots : and why not as well, that rhe 
Turk ſhould invede the Empire , and do great mif- 
chiet there > | 

The great Comer with a beard fcen in the year 
1376, might preſage the burning of five hundred hou- 
ſes in Gaxnd, the drowning of ſeventeen Towns in Flax- 
ders ; likewiſe the Chriſtians killing rwo thouland 
Turgs in Boſza, by a Straragem. 

he Blazing Star that ſhot wonderful beams of fire 
fromit, mighe indeed forerel the waſting of —_ 
Y 
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by the Engliſh, rhe Friſons rebellion in Holland : and 
why noras well the Popes impriſonment by the King 
of Fraxce 2 Let: 7 | 

That C omet of mighty maghitude feen in Polaxd, 
in the year 1439 , might toretel thatFraxce ſhould be 
twice beaten by the Engliſh in Normandy, and the 
Emperours death going againſt the Turks; as well as 
the Polanders waiting of S:lefia. ] 

That glorious Star ſeen in the year 1478 tq run a- 
long the firmament , might indeed portend the Turks 
waiting of Carinthia ; and why nor their defeat as 
well by thc Hungarians and Tranſylvanians > 

The very great'Comrt that pafled through Cancer, 
Leo and Virgo, which was viſible to all _— , inthe 
yeart5 30, mighbr portend the four hundred and four 
Pariſhes drowned in Holand, with all their people 

'and catrel 53 as well as the Turks raking of Buda in : 
- Hungaria, 

' The bloudy Star and Crofs which were ſeen flying 
intheair, and the Blazing Star ſeen likewiſe in the 
year 1539 , might ſignife the great Fire in Conſtants- 
ople , which burne the Gaol and ſeven hundred priſo- 
ners : -and why not the.Iriſh overthrow , who had 
invaded the Engliſh ; both being done in the ſame 

car > 
; There appeared a Comet in the North, inthe year 
1652, which might very well foretel that the Dutch 
and French ſhould be ſubdued by the'Ergliſh z which 
was done the very ſame year : and why not as well 
the change of the Engliſh Government by @liwer 
' Cromwel, who diſſolving the long Parliamegrt , made 
humſclt ProteRor, the next year after > 
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T Hus you ſee how uncereain the efte&ts of Co- 


mees are, ſomerimes boding che. greatelt good, 
ſomerimes the greatefi, evil ;- which alas, can- 
not be judged {ignes ot any thing, when they are un- 
derſtood by none. Whar is a ſign,fignifiethzand what 
ſignifieth is known : and how liccle underſtood or 


. known any Meteor, Exhalation, Comer, Appariction, 


or Prodigy 15, learn we trom Democritzs Senior, who 


- laughed at mens folly this way loud among the Hea- # 


thensz, and Democritw Junior, who doth it louder 
among the Chriſtians, in cheſe words : 


Whocangive a reaſo1 of this diverſity of Meteors, 
chart it ſhould-rain Stones, Frogs, Mice, &c. Rats, 
which they call Lemmer in Norway, and are maniteſily 
obſcrved (as Munſter writes) by the Inhabitants, to 
deſcend and fall with ſome:fexculent ſhowres, and hke 
ſo many Locuſts, conſume all that is green. Leo Afer 
ſpeaks as much of Locults ; about Fez in Bargaery there 
be infinite {warms in their ficlds upon a ſudden ; fo 
at Arles in Fraxce 1553.thelike happened by the ſame 
miſchief, all eheir, graſs., and frurs were devoured, 
ge incolarum. adm atione 7 conſternatione (as Valle- 
riola obſer, med 1th, 1, obſer, 1, relates) calum ſubito 06- 
umbrabant, &c. he concludes, ir could nort;be from 
nacutal cauſes , they” cannot imagine whence they 


come, bur from heaven, | ; | 
There: were 15 Adeologere 2nd Mathematicians 
| -C cnt 
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{nr for by the Emperor to conſider the famous ap- 
pearanice in the Stax Caſs/opera, and each ore pur as 
che ſepriagiht of old-ina Cell by himſcl! : but tl:cy 
were {o far trom agreeing in every Apex of the inter- 
preration of rhac Star, that they differed in the very 
ſubſtance of it ; for Eckims would needs infer thence 
t'1e union of the Dukedom of 1»ſprach, with the Arch- 
Dukedom of Auſtria 3 Tw#dvs the death of the Pala- 
tine of Hungary; Pencerias the diſſolution of all free 
States ; Al;abi,usthe Sea fights berween the Turk and 
the Veretiansz Fromund Senior the ſuppoſition of the 
Hercticks (as if that Star had been as intallivle in 
its Caſs/op@tax chair, as the Pope is in his) Haſhas the 
reduQion of the Princes of 7taly, end ſo c very cone ac- 
cording to the intereſt of the place he ived in, and 
the inclination of the Government te depended upon ; 
inſomuch that the chick Minilter crycd. pur, Sapreztes 
olim aſtra durunt jam tuſipientes decipiunt z, the Stars for- 
merly led wiſe men, and now play with fools : Steat 
jam Aſtrologi & tj qui contemplantur ſtellas qui notas fa- 
Hunt in menſes predifiiones ſuas; Let now the Altrolo- 
ers, the Star-gazcrs, the monthly Prognoliicators 
ſtand up, . Ef. 47. 13. 

Peter Nonnis and Kepler have undertaken four de- 
monſtrations- ro make this out, T:at go Mercors, 
Clouds, Foggs, Vapours, Exhtalations ariſe higher 
thei 56 or 84 Germane miles, and all others that are 
obſcrved bigher, tobe purer Air .or.Element of fire. 
The.cxcellene Tycho Brach, ſubrlc Cardan, and the ho- 
neſt Pretacer to Excks,-I think his name is Jo. Beza, 
make all this ridiculous by refractions, and many 0- 
ther demonſtrations, The learned Zandgrave ot =_ 
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fias Mathematician!, Ratman by name; :and Claremion- 


1114, in their Aſtronomical Tables, and the Anti-Tyche, 
make Comets a partot the Air, and che Heavensim- 


penetravic and unalterable : Tycbo in his Tables aſſerts 
riem parrot the Heavens (which in his Epiſtles he 
makes 30% dura aut imperuis ſed liquide, ſubulis, matuiqs 
Planetarum facile cedens ; they-are his. own words, Thar 


they are penetrable and 5 oe aiFir (clt is; and 
b 


that the Planers move in i irds in the Air, and 
and fiſhes in the Sea z and- bY their Progreſs, Paral- 
laxes, Refractions and Interterings with the Planets, 
Centricks, Eccentricks, Cycles, Epicycles, Aquator, 
Tropicks, Circl8&s Aquanr, and the other hard words 
of Ptolomy and his followers, are hooted at by Delr;o, 
Imoffi as ſup poſitions and fancies : that the Comer in 
Caſswopzeia 1573, that in Cygno 1600. that in Sagittars- 
4 1604, and others were new productions 1n- the 
F-herial Regions, as Re/liz would have its. Ceſar la 
Gallz ſpeaking of the appearances, or Phatnome#a, in 
the Orb of the Moon will not admir : that they were 
creatcd ab txttio, and ſhew themſelves ar {ct rimes (as 
Blancanus affirms, who cryeth, Non pereunt ſed diſps- 
rent) Burbachjus and Magiaus earnciily contradict, 

A man would think that when Aitronomers under- 
derrake to (hew , that this or that is a new Star, 
they know all the -Stars + yet Jo. Bayerus will tell 
you they are 1026, or 1725, the Rabbins among 


"whom dwelt* the ancient Aftrologers 29900. My- 


riades : and when theſe were at variance about ther 
-number, Galzlcus hath found they are infinite as nailes 
driver; into-2 doors and ſoits impoſibleto guets when 
any new Star appears, _ and (ugh. like r_ 
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have cooled our ſpirits ſofar, chat we are-perſwaded 
all things'conrinue as they were before tlie ſoundati- 


on of rheworld ; and that if ir be vanity todogmatize: 
in things neer us, it is much more for to be per. mpto- _ 


ry in things fomuch above us: and I am of Prineda's 
mind, that it is @ queſtion fit for a God to propound, 
and for a man:to be amazed'at:. Job 37, 38. Doſt thou 
know the ballaRting of 4 louds, the wondrous works of 
him whos peifef tn po haſt thou entred ipto the 
treaſures of the ſ,,0w 8 of haſt thou-ſeen the treaſures of the 
bazl, nhbich I have reſerved agaiziſt the time of trouble, a- 
gainſt the day of battel and war # hath the rotn @ father 2 
or who hath begotten the drops of dew * Qut of whoſe womb 
came the tce and theboary froſt of h:aten, who bath genared 
it 2 caſt thou bind the ſweet influences of the Pletaghhy, cr 
looſe the bands of Orion 2 canſt thou bring forth MaArorth 
#2 bis ſeaſon 2 or carſt thou bind Arcturus with his Sos 2 
knoneit thou the Ordinances of Heater ? canit thou ſet the 
dominion thereof in: the earth 2 

Beſides all chis, the late learned Earl of Northampton 
in his Defenſative again# the poyſon of ſuppoſed Prophecies, 
dedicated to Sir Francis Walfngham, ppon the occation 
of the Caſſzopeian Star , bringeth many ancient and 
modern inſtances , particularly ot-the Comets in the 
years 1555, 1556, 1557, 1558.after which happen- 
ed nothing extraotdinary or evil; all things being as 
cheap as they had been , andas abundant, Where- 
npon Dr, Hakewil commends the diligence and taich- 
fulneſs of Gemma Frifius, who obſerved all the Comets 
that ever were,as this Gentleman betore us hath done, 
and noted as many good efteRs as bad which have ſwe- 
-ceeded them.. be *bdi ? __ 
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Peucer a great Mathematician in Germany prognor 
ſticaren upon the laſt Comer there , I mean the tore-- 
mentioned Star , That mens bodies ſhould be-parch- 
ed and burned up with heat : but (ſaich my Author) 
how happened it > Forſooth (ſaith hey we had nora 
myre unkindly Summer for many years, in reſpe& of 
extraordinary cold: never leſs inclination ro War z yo 
Prince deceaſed in that rime z and the Plague, which 
had been ſomewhat quick betore in Lombayay, as God 
would have ir, ceaſed a the riſing of the Comer, 
Queen El;zabeth lying at R:chmozd at the time of a 
Comer, 1568, being difſwadcd by all means from 
looking thereon, with a courage anſwerable to her 
earne(s, cauſed che window to be opened, and ſaid, 
Jafia et Alea; thereby (faith my Hiſtorian) ſhew- 
ing , that her ſtedfaſt hope and confidence was too 
firmly planted in the providence of God , to be blaſt- 
ed or atfrighted with thoſe beams, which cither had & 
ground in Nature whereon to riſe, or at leaſtwiſe no 
warrant in Scripture to portend the miſhap of Prin- 
ces, And((aith the learned Apologiſt)I do notremem- 
ber that any Comer appeared either before her death, 
(as in the beginning of her moſt excellent Reign there 
did) nor of Prince Hezry, or King Henxy the Great of 
France ; the firſt a moſt peerleſs Queen , the other a 
moſt incomparable Prince, and the third for prudence 
and valour a matchleſs King ; and all three, perſons 
in whoſe deſtiny was involved the tate of Europe. 
Inſomuch chat I cannot bur approve ot Yeſpaſians 
humour , when a Comet appeared z who as Don 
Halicarnaſſeu-reports , being told it portended his 
death, redlyed merrily , No:ſurely , this buſhie- Star 
| notes: 
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nores not me, bur the Partinan King : ſe enim Coma- 
tweft, egoverocal uw ſum : for he wears buthie locks, 
bur] am bald. 

\ And I cannot paſs the rwo inſtances that are 
brought of the greareli good preſaged to mankind by 
two Comets; the one tiiat,, Felrciſſomun ſydus, & 
auſpicatiſſimes Cometa, in Chealcedgus upon Plato, Thar 
Scar of Jacob about cliis time toreſhewed the birth of 
the greacelt BenctaRtvor ro Mankind, Chritt: the other, 
that whereof Tac (peaks, Cometes ſumme bonus appa- 
rut qui pr eruntius futt mprits magrrs illius Tyranut, & 
peſlileniiſſim hominis, 1.0, There appeareda favourable 
and mvit auſpicious Comer,as an Herald to proclaim 
ee death of that great {yfant , meaning, Neyo, and 
motz ; eltilent man, 

| The Predi&t;ons then and ſucceſſes of miſchievous & 


infortunate accidents trom the appearance'vt Comets, 


we may conclude fo uncertain, and the knowledge 
Of them {o little, thar they are now more rare then 1n 
former times, when chey appeared almoit erery day z 
þecauſe the people are more knowing, and pot ſubject 
10 thoſe aftr:ghtmenrs he thar is Prince of the Air for- 
merly put them unto, upon the account of every new 
Apparition : which a curions Readcr may fee in Ly- 
coſthenes de Prodigtis & Portentis ab orbe coudito uſue ad 
annum 1557. Pewter de Prodigits Cardanyde rerun ye- 
xritate, 
In the middeſt of this diſcourſe ſtarted up the Que- 
ſtion , Whether new Scars, are poſlible > 
The Scar at our Saviours birth was inſtanccd in : 
to which inſtance it was rcturned, ei it being nor 
obſerved by the Mathematicians of thoſe times , the 
Magt 
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Magi were only men carryed and moved by Balaamy 
Prophefie, Numb, 24, 17, who was their Countrey- 
man it is generally though rather a blazing light, 
created in the Region of the Air, carrying the reſem- 
blance of a Starzthen a new and crue created Star (cat- 
ed in the Firmament, 

2. That in Caſs/opeia which we have ſooften men- 
tioned (the very year of the great maſſacre in France) 
was urged again, and it was ſaid it held the ſawe A(- 
pe in all places oft Chriſtendom, i the (ame 
coarſe, it kept the ſame proportion, diſtaMe, and (itu- 
a: ion every where, and in every point with the fixed, 
by che ſpace of two whole years,which no vapour can 
do : But I replied to that, as we do to all arguments, 
from appearances above the Moon, in the words of 
Varro, as they are y___ by St. Auguſtive in 3 Books, 
D- ciuitare Dex, and as I rake it the eight Chapter :- 1, 
txlo mirabile extitit portertwny nam 1n 5s Verner ts nobs- 
Iiſs:ma, quam Pliutus teſperrazinem, Homerus Heſpe- 
ron appellat pulcherrimam dtcens, Caſtor ſertbit tantum por- 
tentum futſſe ut mutaret colorem, maguitudinem, figuram, 
& motumquod fafium ita neque antea,neque poſt fit, hac fa- 
Hum Ogyge rege dicebant Airaſtus, Cyzicenus, © Dion 
Neapolites Mathematics nob;les; In Heaven, faith he, 
appeared a molt marvelious great wondcr, the moſt 
noted Star called Y-nw, which Plautus rerms YVeſpurru- 
g2,zand Homer, Heſperus the tair, as Caſtor hath letr ir 
u-on record, changed borh colour, bigneſs, figure,and 
motion z which accident was never {cen betore nor 
ſince that time : the renowned Mathematicians, Adya- 
tvs and Dyon, averring that this fell ouc during the 
reigy of King Ogyges » of which he gives no other ac- 
| count 
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count then this : This happened, Q«14 #Ue woluit qui 
ſummo regit imperio 4: ate quod condiaits Tharthe 
world might acknowledge God its Creator and com- 
mander, who can alter or deftroy the natures, reſtrain 
or ſuſpend the operation of all things therein at his 
pleaſure, which keeps men from worſhipping them 
as Gods, fince they cannor keep themſclves trom al- 
eration, | 

But oneabſurdiry follows not another, ſo faſt as one 
1mpertine ument ingages another.From the alte- - 
ration of the world, we proceeded to the end of ir now 
approaching : 666, was up, that rexr, There ſhall be 
five in Heaven, was urged, (not remembring the 
place where it is written, Az evil and an' adulterous ge- 
neration [eeketh a ſign.) 

Confidering to what diſorder theſe looſe imagina- 
tions may reduce the more ignorant people , it was 
not unſeaſonable to inſert a juſt account of the end of 
the world ; which take thus briefly. 

I. That the world ſhall have an end, is not only an 
Article of the Chriſtians taith ; but the very reſult of 
the Heathens reaſon : Qualis eft futura vita ſaptentis, 
&c. How ſhall a wiſe man live withour friends, if in 
priſon or baniſhed 2 Saith Sexecs in his ninth Epiſtle, 
Qualis eſt Joui cum reſoluto mundo (is his Anſwer) as 
Jupiter ſhall live when the world ſhall be diſſolved, 
contenting himſelf within himielt, 

Quidenm, (aith the ſame Author, mutationis pericu- 
lo exceptum? non terragnon celum, n0n totus bic rerum con- 
Fextus, quamruis Deo —_— ducatur non ſemper tenebit bunc 
ordiniem, ſedillum ex hot curſu alzquys dies dejiciet : omnia 
ſternet abducetq,, ſecum yetuſlas, | ware monies, Maris 

. 4 orbe . . 
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fordebit': unus omnis condet d 65. The curious may ſce 
Oecumeniss, in ColleRancis ſuper 3. paſt Pet., out of He- 


. raclitus, Empedaclesy, Anaxagoras, Democritss , yea and 


Ariſtotle higalclt, Lycrenus, and Lucan, in their excel- 
lever Poems: the firit, De rerum Natura 3. the ſecond, 
in his Pherſal,l, i. Sic cum compagi ſoluta, &c, See Eu- 
feb. Demonstrat, Evarg, l. , Grot. de yerit, Relig. 1,2, 
Moyney du Pleſſis, 1hid, bo 

It. That the World ſhall end by Ejre, is as certain 
among the Gentiles, as among us; as appears from 
the StoICks tavmen: Seneca's exitus bujus mund: [gnisy bu- 
moy primordzum ; Panetius the Stoicks tear, Ne ad ex- 
tremum mundus ignoſteret : Lucans Rant, Communis 
mundo ſupereſt rogas oſttbus aftra---miſtarus----- Ovid's 
great reach, Eſſe quoque in fatis reminiſcitur affore tem- 
pus quo mare quo tellus correptaque regia celt ardeat. 

he' Sybills , (594i # ive quien, fc, In Clemens Alexan- 
arinus, and many more in Ludoyicus Vives, who made 
this Obſervation , Exufttonts ultima odor quidam etiam 
ad Gentes manaut, de Fid, l,2, Magnis dt exuſitone mun- 
&> : and Ewgubtin, de Perenng, Philoſapbia, 1.10, 

III. There is this reaſon why the World ſhonld 
burn by Fire , becaule that as the waters above the 
Heaveas, and thoſe unger the Earth; the moiſture 
thac- dwell in the Fountains of the deep , and that 
which was lerourf the windows of Heaven, prepa- 
red the Univerſetor the firſt Inundation ; ſolikewiſe 
the Fire char dwells ( nowithſtanding the Noble Ty- 
choes Arguments) in the upper Region, and the Starrs, 
and the Sulphureous marcer chat is lodged in the Ca- 
verns of che Earth , do prepare ic. tor the laſt confla- 
gration, when he who dwells - everlaſting burnings, 

| a 


27 The Blazing Star. - 

and is Conſuming Fire , "(hall come out of the Ligtn 
invifible, wich-ten chpuſands of his Angels waiting 
upon him, and a thouſand times ren thouſand going 
before him : thoſe Angels that are Spirits, and thoſe 
Miniſters that are a flaming fire, calting a giance and 
lory over the amazed Univerſe, that ſhall awake 
ole Seeds and Principles of Heat and Fire, thar 
have infinuated themſelves into this vaſt Frame, to an 
univerſal combuſtion that ſhall make this all bur one 
great Body, Flame, and Smoak of Fire and Darkneſs 
as 1s prepared tor the Devil, his Angels , and Ser- 

vants. | | 
. IV, Its confeſſed that the burning of Veſwvius and 
etza, and the other flames mentioned by Dr: Moor, 
do intimate that laſt Firez yea and what.is more, to 
ſee an exhalation of 800 miles compaſs (ſuch as ſome 
fay this is) ſer on fire by the celeſtial hear, doth/ar- 
gue it ; for ſure (beſides the” divine power our Reli- 
gion points usto) its poſſible. the Heavens may be 
placed in ſuch a Poſition and Aſpe& as may burn as 
h mote, and fo till wecome to a poſhbility tharx 
a fiery Conjun&ion may burn the Univerſe: yer 
becauſe this is but wide and conje@ural, ir ſhould 
not trouble our heads with fear or diſorder upon any 
{tcange appearance, onely it ſhould diſpoſe us to ſome 
ferious ou hes of thar paſſage * Pet. 3. that as by 
the word of God the Heavens were of old, and the 
Earth ſtanding out of rhe Water, and inthe Vater, 
&c, Whereby the World that then was , being overflowed 
with water, periſhed. But the Heavens and the Earth which 
are now, by the ſame word are kept in flore, . rfſerued wits 
Breen dey Jrrmens rnd porcine] ungodly 
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men. But (beloved) be not ignorant of this one thing, that 
one day is with the Lord as 4. thauſand years, and a thoufared 
gears as owe tlay, * The Lord is not flack concerning his pro- 


" miſe, (as ſome men count ſlatkneſs) but. is lovg ſuffering to 


us-ward, not willing that ary ſhould iperiſh , but that all 
ſhould come to repentance, But the hoy of the Lord will 
come as 4 thief in the night , in the which the Heavens 

paſs away with 4 great noiſe, and the Elements ſhall 

with fervent heat , the earth dlſo, and the works that ave 
therein, ſhall be buryt up. Seeing then that all theſe things 
ſhall be diſſolued, what manner of perſons ought ye to be 1 
all holy converſation and godlineſs, Looking for , and 
haſting unto the coming of the day of God , wherein the hea« 
wens being on fire, ſhall be diſſolved , and the elements ſhall 
melt with fervent heat, Neverthel:ſs, we, acccording to 
his promiſe, look for new heavens and a new earth , wherein 
dwelleth righteouſneſs. W-:erefore (beloved) ſering that ye 
look for ſuch things, be diligent that ye maybe found of him 
in peace , without ſpot and blameleſs, And attount that 
the long-ſuffering of the Lord is ſal uation, even as our be- 
loved brother Paul alſo, according to the wiſdom given unto 
him, hath written unto you, As alſoin all bis Epiſiles , 
ſpeaking tn them of theſe things, in whith are ſome things 
hard tobe underfiood , which they that are unlearned, and 
unſtable, wreſt, as they do alſo the other Scriptures, unto their 
own deſtrufgion, Te therefore , beloved, ſeeing ye know 
theſe things before, beware leſt ye alſo being led away with 
the errour of the wicked, fall om ur own ſtedfaftneſs. 
But grow tn grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Sautour Jefus Chriſt : to him be glory both nzow and for 
ever) Amep, 
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Of the Influence between a ÞPlanet-or 


( omet and «Men, 


Pn a wild diſcourſe of the end of the world , we 
are led into an account of the Influence that this 
Comer may have upon Men z who do as much fear 
their own end from it, as they did before the World, 
(as if it were a Torch onely lighted to lead ro Fune- 
ra}ls.) Comets have no other Influence then thar 
natural one we ſpake of elſewhere, beſides the vertue 
of their reſpe@ive Planers; nor the Planers any bur 
in ConjunQion with the Elements 5 nor they , bur 
in their predominancie in every particular wan : 
whence this- uſual Table of Operation is made, 
whence we may gather what we are to look in our 
particular. capacities from this famous Meteor, 
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The ſympathy of the twelve Signes with the 


four Elements, 
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Some influence no man will deny the Stars, and 
thoſe Exhalations thar depetd:upon them, tharcon(i- 
dereth Sir Walter Raleigh's words ; who would ſay that 
it could not be doubted bur the Stars were inſtruments 
of ſome greater uſe, than to give an obſcure light, and 
for men to-gaze on after che Syn ſer; it heing probable 
that the ſame goodneſs. that cadued the meaneſt be- 
ing with ſome virtue , denyed not a, bodies proportio- 
nable power to thoſe glorious bodies which are crea- 
ted, without queſtion, to the ſame end in heaven, 
that plants, flowers, 8c. arc in the earth, not only to 
adorn, but to ſerve it according to this Stanza. 
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Ile never believe that the Arch-architeQy 4 
With all theſe fires the-heavenly arches dech%d 
Oaly for ſhew, and with theſe gliſtering ſhiclds 
To amaze poor ſhepherds watching inthe ficlds. 
Ile ne're believe that rhe light lower thar pranks 
Our garden borders, or the common banks, 

And the leaſt ftone rhar in her warming lap 

Our kind nurſe Earth doth courteouſly wrap, 
Hath-ſome'peculiar virtue of its own, - © 

And that. the glorious Stars of heaven have none 
Bur ſhine in vain, and have no charge preciſe 
Bur-ro be-walking in heavens galleries zx _. 
Andithrough4hat Palace up and downto clamber, 


| 


As gpldes gulls about a Princes chamber,, - - 


Bur if the erue and uttermoſt. virtues of herbs and 
plants, which our ſelves ſow, and ſet underour foot, 
cannot be comprehended by us ; (Hardly do wegyeſy a- 
right the things that are upon the earth, and with Iabour do 

we 
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ive find the things that are before us ; but the things which are 
in heaven, who hath ſearchtd owt 2 Wild. g. 10,). much 


 lefs can reach the farcheſt power of theſe Stars, of 


whoſe effe&s upon natural things,skilful Aſtronomers 
may givea goad account : bur tor the things that re(t 
in the liberty of mans will, the Stars (ſaith an excel- 
lent perſon Y 'have doubtleſs no power over them , 
except the will be led by the fenſicive appetite, and 
that again ſtirred up by rhe conftitution and comple- 
xXion of the body, as too often it is; eſpecially where 
the humours of the body are ſtrong to aſſault, and the 


' virtues of the mind too weak to reſiſt : Incline a man 


they may, force him they cannot, reaſon and Religion 
may ſo alter the inclination : of the firſt whereof S0- 


crates was an eminent inſtance of old, and Cardinal 


Pool was ſuch of late; che firſts nativity being calcu- 
lated, the Aftrologer was laughed at, for ſaying he 
was deboiſt, and an ill-natured man, till Socrates de- 
fended him, ſaying, He was ſuch a one before educa- 
tion had changed him : the other being certified by 
an acquaintance, who pretended $Kk1ll in the favours 
of the Stars, that he ſhould be raiſed and advanced to 
a great calling in rhe world z made @nſwer, Thac 
whatever was portended by the figure of his birth, 
or natural generation, was cancelled and altered by 
the grace of his ſecond birth, or regeneration in the 
blood of his Redeemer. 
The natural concluſion whereof is that (in Bucha- 
nans words De Sphers) 
-»- Ouanquam moles omni ſibi parte coherens, 

#na fit & nexis per mutua vincula membris, 

Conſpiret, ofitalque ſemel Regore ſub uno 

Obſerver. Leges, CC. Thovegh: 
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Though there is ſomecoherence in the ſeries of things, 
yer is 1t not (© faral and neceſſary bur'that Gods power, 
our education , or grace may change it; and though 
guilty men fear whiere there is no fear, and by thar 
tear fall into what they feared , that paſſion betray- 
ing the ſuccor of teaſoo, yer good men knowing that 
the Stars are made to ſerve, and notto rule them (men 
were nor made for Stars, bur Stars for men) and thar 
cheir prayers, as did Eltabs, Hezekiabs, who were men 
ſubjeR to their imfirmiries , can avail much againſt 
the heavens, their influence and Stars;ſertle themſclves 
upon providenrial Principles againſt all events, chu- 
ſing rather a modeſt ignorance, then a curions inqui- 
ſition following the pithy countel of Phavorezus, (apud 
A.G.1.14.c.t, with which we ſhill conclude :) ©« Ei- 

<« ther they porrend thee bad or good luck z, it good, 
&« and they deceive, thou wilt become- miſerable by a 
«< vain expetation; it bad, and they lye, thou wile 

& be miſcrable by vain fear ; it they forerel rue, bur 

« unforrunareevents, thou wilt be miſcrable in mind, 

<« before thou art by deſtiry ;, if they promiſe fortu- 

« nare ſucceſs, which ſhall indeed come to pals , theſe 

** two inconveniences will follow thereupon, both cx» 

<« peQation by hope ſhall hold thee in ſuſpence, and 

« hope will devour and deflower the fruit of thy 

&« content. 


\ 
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_ © This Diſcourſe raiſed ſuch expeRations concern” 


ing this ſtrarge thing , char we were reſolved to (if 
up upon 9uday Night , and ſend tor the Learned 
and Ingenious T, F, with his Inftruments ; with 
whom abour one of the Clock, afrer incomperable 
diſcourſes out of Tycho Brabe concerning the Comer 
of the laſt Age, I went out to your beloved Lodge, 
which lyech you know moſt happily for ir, whither 
( as ſoon as we could diſcern the fo much talked of 
Star ) my Lady and the young Folk being awaked , 
and invited to the Proſpe&z You would nor ima- 
gine what pretty little Obſervations every, body 
made about the colour an4 the faſhion of it: But the 
wonder being a lirtle over, and we at leiſure, and 
able to make diſtin& and particular refle&ions , 
rake eBem as-we-made them, with their Night and 
diſ-order about them, this being noteo expreſs our 
Art but our Duty. 
A Comet we concluded it ; and a Comet our In- 
enious friend defined to be an exhalation hor and 


dry , of vaſt quantity, far, clammy, hard-compa&, 


like a lump of Pitch , which by che heat of the Sun 
is drawn out of the Earth into the higheſt region of 
the Air, and there by the exceſſive heat of the place 
is ſet on fire , appearing like a Scar with a blazing 
flame; carried moſt uſually by the motion of the 
Air, which is circular , bur never. ggeth down our 
of ſight , though it be nor {cen 1n the day time for 
the light of the Sun , burſtill burneth , cill all the 
matter be confumed : And thar we might be {ure 
that the marter of theſe Blazinz appearances is 

rear, Tnere was never, he (aid, and wendeline (aid 


19 before him, a Comet, bur ar the leaſt ir continued 
E cight 
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cight dayes , ſome of them continuing 49 dayes , 
ſome 8o , ſome 4 monrhs , ſome 6. It mult needs 
ſure be an admirable deal of matter that can give ſo 
much nouriſhment to ſo great and ferventra Fire, 
and for ſo long a time : Aitcr {ome diſcourſes of 4- 
naxagoras and Democyitus his Opinion, thar a Comer 
was none other than an heap of maſly Planets toge- 
ther, which modcrn Philotopiny hath made (o ri- 
diculous , that it is fitter for Democretas to laugh at , 
than diſcourſe ; and ſoabſurd , that Anaxegoras his 
Snow is black is more rational, obſerving all the 
Planets diſtinaly above the Horizon, And yet a 
Comet ſeen diſtin from them, Of Empeaocles his 
fancy, that they were an heap of vapours gathcred 
| together by the Genizor Angels of each place, which 
we thought nor fir to diſcourſe, conſidering our 
vaſt diſtance from the genuine notions of Spirits of 
the Pythagoreans imagination , of which our Hypocra- 
tes (not the Phyſician ) ſeems the Maſtcr ; that a 
Comer is oneot the Planets which diſappears at its 
nearer diſtance from the Sun, hid in 1ts light , and 
appears again after ſome time when furcher off 
that glorious body , as a new thing , an Imaginati- 
on that Julias Scaliger thinketh nor fit to anſwer any 
ortherwife than Arifletle had done before him, 1. 
Meteor, 4, iz. by afferting .the appearatice of 
'of ewo together in his time, as the Stagyrite had done 
un his, even when all the Planets were ſeen in clear 
nighr as clearly as the Sun gt Noon day. After, I 
fay, rheſe extravagant chats, .the Gentlewomen fell 
into a difcourſe of the colour of it, an argument of 
a more ſuperficial conſideration , the ſubſtance 
whereot was tothis purpoſe , that Colour being , 
as 
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as the Philoſopher ſaith , 75 Aiaparss iy Cana 
dprouins mipas , a refletion of light upon the out- 
fide of an enlightned body or matter , according to 
the marter, therefore muſt needs be. the Colour of 
any body : and ſoof theſe Comets , if the matter 
be very thick, they are blew like burned brimftone; 
if bur meanly thick , they are ruddy as a —_— 
flame; it thin, they are white as the puliface 
Moon , and as the matter is more or leſs ſo diſpoſed, 
they are yellowiſh, dusKſh, greeniſh, &c. al- 
though betides all chis, I remember the Contmbrs- 
cenſian Philoſophers , and they no Fools I'le aſſure 
you, aſſign che 145 vyupeote of the predomi- 
nant Stars under which theſe Meteors appear, as 
che reaſon of the varicty of Colours, for they place 
every Comet under its peculiar Star, ( Ti Toy 
YUTWOYTEX wahigae Timor Th Gofer Tv ds pav, ſaith 
the natural Philoſopher) ehis ſeems to be bur ſome 
thin Exhalation , for. it: looks bur poorly up- 
on it, 

From the Colour we 'pafled to the Frame and 
Faſhion of it, and that likewiſe was obſerved to a- 
riſe from the Matter of ir, for there are ziree Pro- 
portions wherein theſeMereors appear, with aBeard 
_— down, wich Bcamy round abour , with a 
Tayl ſtcerched ou obliquely in lengrh, The firlt 
of rheſe appears when the Exhalation is tlzick iu the 
mid{t, and in length downwards alſo meanly thick; 
The fecond is , when rtheExiialation 4s thick in the 


- Qidtt 51 and 'equally thin round abour the edges; 
. ( eefvi 198) arp dueves TtavTh buoies ounTrys', they arc 
ourMalſters words ) Tre third , tro which ir ſeetns 
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he was a ſtrangers as Senecs was after him, is like 
the fir(t, ſave chatthe Exhalarion hangeth not down, 
bur lyeth fide-long, and is uſually of a greater 
length than the Beard, Uponthis occaſion I could 
nor chooſe but recolle& how Pliny, as Irake ir, in 
the 7th. Book of Nataral Queſtions, and 11, or 12, 
Chaptcrs , orrather the 2, Nat, H, 1, 2. makes 
ten ſorts of Cometsz. The firſt two that Lhave men- 
Aioncd:;. the third exovrixs, Or after-the {imilitude 
of a Dart ; The fourth®* £:Þias , or like a Sw. rd; 
The fifth T6tTws, like a Tub, hollow and dark; 
The fixth wepaTizs, or horny , or rather turning 
and winding like a Horn; Tie fcventh guns, 
round as a duth,or like the picture of the Sung(catter- 
ing thin & watry:Bcams from the edges ; The eight 
inTws , like a Horſes Manc;. Theninth AvPwpouduns, 
ſilver-hair'd , becauſe ofthe light and fulgor of the 
circum-jacent flame ; And the lat the Blazing Star 
we have now before us ;. but all theſe may be reter- 
red to the number torc-mentioned, 

Alter all this you will exec& the deſcription 
of this Comet, which the excellent T, F. hath 


drawn asexaQlyas I have ſeen, his Pencil being 


nothing below his Pen, it feems the exhalation 1s 
ſomewhat thick a top- which makes it look like a 
Star , and of all the Stars likeſt Fuprtey of any Star , 
as I could _ z though our friend would needs 
contelt it was like Mars, and really it was like to 
have its influence upon us, for it was almoſt a quar- 
rel, and effteGually a wager between.us about the $. 
ez Bur whatever that Star-like appearance is, 

1ts rayl, or the long vapour thar ftretcherth from..ir , 
Is 


N._- __ 
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is (ome 6 yards anda half in length, and 3 in bredth» 
pointing obliquely Weſtward , very _ towards 
the bottom , although i:s poſſible ic ſhould alter its 
proportion as it (pends its matecr , which I ſup- 
poſe was almoſt half ſpent when we obterved 


it. . 
Bur we were not puzzlcd {0 much in the figure as 


-in the (citu2tion of itz} for our Aſhtant-with his 


Mathematical inftrumenr would nceds demonſtrate 
from che Parallax, or equal diſtance that it was in 
the Heaven amoag the Planers, and as tha: Comer 
or Star, one thouſand five hundred ſeventy two was 
ſeen for 16 whole months togerher in. Caſiopes , Mo- 
ving with equal motion, and looking with an inva- 
riable poſition ,. that 1s to {ay kept an cqual diſtance 
with the fixed Stars: and the other one thouſand five 
hundred feventy (even obſerved in Sagzttary;, fo this 
was in Tawras, 11 an equal line witn the Eagles- 
heart, not far from, or rather. in a- conſtellation 
called the Ship, and in.the hinder Maſt (Pardon the 
inaccurate exprefſians of a perſon that never ſaw the 
Sea ) ofrhat Ship : his demonſtration was ocylar, 
and (o not eafily-confured : Burt I who have a grear 
kindneſs for: my. old Maſter Ariftotle , put him off 


- ar preſent wich the difference that was berwcen Twud- 


daus and Corneltus Gemma about the Comet 1597, the 


. firſt affirming ir in Sagrtharrus , the fecond aſſerting 


itin Mercury , and others from their different argu- 
ments concluding ie- in neither : And wirhall how 
eaſily weare deceived in the nearneſs of the Moon 
and Stars, and therefore how eaſily we may be (o in 
the diſtance of theſe Comets; we think the Moon 

E 3 toucherh 
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roucheth ſome high Mountains, and we think thoſe 
Mountains tGuch the Moon, when alas our fighr 
only deceiverh us in che lownels of the one , and che 
height of rhe other z and how calily we are decei- 
ved, when the Medium is ſo uncon({tant as the Air 
is, when the diſtance is ſo grear as from us to the up- 
per a 9 and when the motion is fo irregular ;, 
as mult needs be the motion of a vapolir that 1s car- 
ried about wich ſome wandring Planet, a Novice 
caa te!l you cut of his Megirus, Thus I talk'd , And 
becauſe I might not ſeem of their humour, that 0. 
verttrow alt, and build nothing ; I would: needs 
rub up my old Philoſophy , and ſay , Thar Comers 
were cither immovable, or movable; Thoſe that 
are immovable are ſuch thick cxhalations as ,are 
drawn nv farther than the lower part of the upper 
Region of the Air ,/and there will not ir , being 
too big tor the virtue or force of the Planets under 
which rhey lee, | 

Thoſe tharare moveable , as moſt are, and this 
particularly, are thinner matter drawn up to the up. 
per end of the upper Region of the Air , moving e1- 
ther with the Air conſtantly and direaly, or with 
its own matter unconſtanrly, ſomerimes here, ſome- 
times there or elfe as this feems todoe, by the im- 
pulſe and influence of the: Planer chac is predomi- 
naut above it , for ſo Scebger ſaith in his. 77 Exercer, 
Etenim quum materiam informam fidas ab ems naſira at- 
traxerit regione , quare nunc abs ſecompaiam formatom , 
Libratam , ſibt - propreorem "non ſtcum ruehat > ſaflinet 
igitur cam fella ut ita Airam parent ejus » quaſi cum 8 ſ0- 
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dem namque poteſtati quiſpians & attrahi & retineri alibi 
dbaney, 6d Gio brief » TheStars and Sun 
rat{e theſe exhalations, and they keep them up, and 
-Euide them, only I mult adde, that es Fire follow- 
eth the matrer that feeds it; ſo bkewife this Flame 
doth its fuel ſomerimes, from the North to the 
Weſt, fomerimes from the North to the Ealt, 
ſomerimes quicker, ſomerimes {lower ; tor ic moves 
{o ſwift fomerimes , char as it is ſeen late at Night , 
ſo it is ſeen early in the Morving , as if with YVeJus 
i out-ranthe $un; whence ſome have miſtaken the 
fame Comet to be rwo, 

At this rateof Pedantry I went on, bur the mi(. 
chicf of ir was , I could notgive a reaſon for it pre. 
ſently , until wecame to conſider how long it was 
likely tocontinuc, orto be ſeen, arid my Gentle- 
man, before he was aware, faid it might be ſeen {or 
a fortoight , which words I laid hold of, and urged 

- him ro make-it outs and tnough he uled many ways, 
none would do bur this , Tiz. That it hath been ob- 
' ſerved todecrea(c {0 much: (ince the firlk notice ra- 
"kc of it , tharifar would fall away, proportionably 
- fomueh every night, it cauld þg; ſen, bur fixtcen 
nights at fartheſt.y whence I concluded my Malters 
-old diſcourſe , -ttar the: !Exhalazjpn that makes- a 
Comet, 4s never fo thin, þut it may laſt fcven 
dayes, Brew(vmum (faith Pliny ) que cernerentas , 
ſpatium ſeptem dierum annuatum eft : The ſhore” 
{pace of their appearance is ſevendayes, bur may 
be ſothick, compacted , and copious , that it may 
: laſt ſeven months, (_Longrſsmmum ofoginta dies, that 
- miſtake” of Pliny, Cardan hath correted, in his 
Comments 
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Comment.  Quadupert, Ptol._l, 2.c. g.) Whence 
it follows , that the celcbrated flame 1n Taurgs , 
is nothing bur a little Exhalation , gathered ſome 
800, miles round, by the Catkolique or Univerſal 
Virtee of ſome Flames , which have drawn ir up, 
and will kcep irthere as long as it laſts , which will 
nor be half ſo1ong as the Sword-Comet , that hung 
(as Joſephus reports it ) over Jeruſalem, a whoke 
-Year betore the Panolathria, or utter deftruRion of 
Jewes, Beſides , I remember the account that 
| Gaſſendus had given of the Comer thar appeared 
from the end of Nepember , to the middle of Janu- 
ary , which makes good my Suppolition , and take 
it thus in his own words, | 

© About the end of this Year, meaning 1618, 
© there appeared a famous Comet, to the obſerva- 
© tion whereof , he , meaning Perreskiz , exhorted 
<all the learned men he was acquainted with, him- 
« ſelf being deſtiruce of ficting Infiruments, and not 
« daring torruſt himſelf in the Air, becauſe of his 
© ficklineſs, made no other obſervation , ſave that 
© by the PerſpeRive Glaſs, he diſcerned the form 
© of irs Head , and how it differed from the Tayl, 
* which he compared to the Sun beams ſhining 
© through a Window, . But he was glad, when he 
c heard a{terwards, that {uch as dwcllnor in Ax, 
might a lictle afrer diligently obſcrve all titings 
© thercunto pertaining, And that I may rclare 
© ſomewhat thercof , tor the ſake of thoſe that de- 
© fire to know-ſuch things ; Tne Comer appeard from 
<rhe end of November, to the middle of January ; 
© and becauſe ir roſe in the morning , therefore the 


(Tayl 


®Tayl thereof was cen turning upward ſome dayes 
| ©beforethe Head appeared. The Head was a Star, 

© ſornewhar pale, as big as the fixed Srars of the 
© firſt magnitude ( bur ewinckled not as they do-) 
Tound on ttiat fide which was towardsthe Sun, 
«and crifped onthe other-end, ' The Tayl or Hair: 
© was a thinner radiation, and more white, as 
long ar ficſt aan eighth part of the Heaven , and 
© broad at theend ( which did for the firft day turn 
©a little rowards the South ) as much ascame ro'a 
'-{ixthi part of its fengeth, The firſt appearance of 
ties Head was there where Srorpio conmatts us 
claws : Its diſ-appearance or-ending was where 
the Dregon parting the Bgars., doth unfold ;the 
<endot its ray}; For beſides the daily motion where 
by this Comer did riſc-and er , 1as rhe otherStars, 
cit went by irs own proper Morion from South eo 
©North : But ſo as if it had begun atthe mide of 
© Scorpro , and had chere cnt the Exlipruat , inclining 
' £to the\Weft near 63. Degrecs, | And whereas ar 
<At(t rh1s motion was Every day wo Degrees, 'and 
"an cighth part , it became' about the' Noxes of 
©December {Witter by an whole Degree : and atrer. 
*wards ( which makes for my | ogy as and proves 
<itbur an Exhalation ) ir did {o decreafe , that ar 
© length irlanguiſhed : and alfo irs Tay, whieh ar 
<the beginning was lolong, became by lictle and 
©lirtle {o ſhortned, that ar laft ir vaniſhed, and 
© became undiſtinguiſhable from the Head » Inſo- 
much that. Kepler and he , who were loath to -con- 
© feſs jt'an Earchly Exhalation;, yec muſt necds {ay 
© what is as bad, that ir was 2 Concretion of che h-. 
quid Heavens, F Touching 
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. Touching the wigeiongl te Taibo che Comer 
rowards the quarier Which was oppoſe tothe Sun , 
I need {ay narhings {airh-the Learned, Gaſſendas',, & 
ſpecially :ſceing ir belangs not to this place $6; ſhew- 
rþereaſon-whyarkepract & direoppalkipn,s fee 
tuviied fonderimes to the right. band 4 and {omesinges. 
tothe lefr, by. an unequal kind of defleRiog.; : $+;- - 


12. . /Nor.needI ſpcak of what it preſaged ,"lecing 1» 


 is'nor the leaſt argument of humang weakneſs (be. 


afraid of rhote: rhings. winch haye- pothing; 39 ,doe- 


with-this: world wherein we live, At leaſt ir. is a. 
wonder, as that learned man goeth on, thar: Men: 
will not believe Gad himlelt, who commands that. 
we ſhould not be afraid of the figns of Heaven: - for. 


as much as he makes not ſigns. of rhoſe things., as- 


heing unexpounded , .can give no Warnang; and uns 
leſs Godmakes a-Comet to be the fign oft Calami-, 
ries enſuing , : how - can the -Comer either have 
ntultedhy of twyrethings , . or a deſire rogiſcover- 
them: 9: ttnot che Comet rake its. own courſe, 
dsall oeher natural, (being liztle concerned what & 
tirr the Nations of Mankind make one with ano- 
ther 2 Bur this Comer was (aid to foreſhew the 
Wars and'Slaughters which followed ;. as if beſore- 
there had been no VVars, -;Peftilence., nor dearh 
of Kings! As itno. Tragedies were, now in aRiqn. 
twenty years ſince! They referr all to the Comer , 
and by.the ſame reaſon, they may referr all. the 
Troubles that (hall ariſe hercafter, till a new Co- 
mer-appear,, and make . the former: forgorten ,. 
rough itthould not appear till: an hundred: years 
hence, | | 

| . _ Thus 
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Thus farr Ga/mdas mot xhmmup » ,-45 well to 
.. theOccafion, asto this Diſcourſe: it (6IF,* Butirhis 

was 4 iigh Point, and thereforeT (uddenlyMlipped 
our of it , tO a controverſie abbur the times Of its ap- 
pearance”, of which 'it was ſaid, that as inthe 
_ Spring there is coo much *'moifture, aid'ro0 little 
hear, wgather a Comet; in Summer there is't59 
much heat, whichwill diſperſe and confume the 
matrer, that ir cannot be joyhed together : ( which 
is the reaſon , why no Comets canbe feen on the 
other ſide of the Tr9pids,, or within'the Zodiack, 
where the-6xtreme' hear diffolves -the 'tnarter thar 
ſhould compoſe them » So rhis ſeaſon is clean con- 
traty tothe nattreof a Comer , Which) is hot and' 
dry, Winter being cold and moift, Bur be ieremem- 
 beredWhat a toderdre Wincer- this'is, and How! 
extraordinary hot the laſt Surtither and Aniteitin 
hath been in Frazce , ' where they were afrai+of* 
cheir Vintage z 'and in Spain, where they #tetn dan- 
er of Famine, by reaſon ' of the extraordinary 
Drought; - #nd ir wilt be” colifcffed a! greater won- 
der t6.che Learned , rhar cticeetjfad been'no Comer 
ris year ,.ar this cime',” tti4þ Itls co he thorant 
char rhete is one. MELTS "2 
You will wonderall this while, that we difcourf- 
ed not. of the effe&s and influence of this ſtrange eX- 
halatio'r, you'muft knoiy that wis the thihg -im e- 
very boJies mouth: Bur Tavo{led che refolutionof 
char point as long asI durſt either ſafely or civilly, 
tntil at laſt being overpreſt by che ingenuous Mrs, 
T. ( whoſe knowleQze ts above moſt Womehs,:and 
curioſity above molt Meny , who owns a Walſerfitie 
; F 2 Spiric 5 


\ 
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Spirit, arid_ is che. great argumens, Lauſe ro prove 
there is no ſexe inthe Soul. ) I began my LeRure 
very gravely , That the effects of thefe Comets ,. 1. 
ſuch as they had by their own. influence, and 2.. 
ſuch as hey had by the .influence. of the PJancts > 
they lie under, A.Comer. by jrs own operation and. 
natuce berokenerh three things, 1, Drought, 2. 
Barrenneſs, 3. Peſtilence, 1.. Drought, becauſe 
ſuch an exhbalaticn as a Comer, cannot be gencrated 
without great heat, and much m>oylture is conſu- 
mgd inghe burning of.ir. 2. Barrepneſs., becauſe 
the fatneſs,of the Earth is drawn up., whereof the 
Comet conſifteth, 3. Pcſtilgnce, for {o much as 
thar kind of cxbalation which maketh a Comet , 
corrupteth the Air, which infeerh the bodies of 
Men and Beaſts : To which I may add Tcmpelts ,. 
Inundations , which the diſperſion of theſe vapours 
round this wide world -is fa apt to produce ,. that. 
Marnilius had good reaſon for his Verſe, . Nanquam. 
futilbus excanduit. ignibus ether. Claudian for his ,. 
In Calo nunquam ſpeRatum tmpune Cometam, and. Ca-, 
mexgrius. for 'his- 8Atis. KowyTHYs 0545 & Kerndy, Pfu, 
Nor fit Comets, quin malum ſecum adferat: Which 
are all true in reſpec ofthe natural ces theſe, 
Comets haye upon the _ inaniuwate part. of. the 
Vorld: Though ,. | 
. 2, Thoſe, political «frets: thar-,ars aſcribed. 
them: by thoſe thar, wauld amuſe and deceive the. 
World , I find in reaſon no ground and nature , no 
coh#rence , for.ſince if che dependence of mens bo.. 
djzes,. whether in.publick or privatecapaciries , up- 
enzhe Elements, ſhould be certain, which yer is 
The” | variable, 
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variable , and the depenyence of the Elements up- 
on the Configurations of the Heavens ſhould 
conſtant, which yet is alterable, yet tharof mens 
Souls upon their Bodies is ſo mutable by Grace, 
cxalting them , a5 in. Chriſt : by Education , alter- 
ing them, as in Serrates;- by occaſions byaſling 
them , as in common-BExperience , that there can 
be no more ſaid of alterations in France, Or 
Great Britain , where this Comet is ſcen, than 
this, 

All this timerhis Comer doth-appear , nodoubt ,, . ..._ 
bur there are many dry and hot Exhalations in the ge&s of 
Air, : wiich in dry men kindle heat:, waereby this Co. 
they arc provoke [= Of anger cometh 
brawling ; of brawling ,” fighting and warr z of 
wart, victory ; at victory, alteration in Common. 
wealrhs: :: and now alſo the Air may be more inte- 
&iouz , and Princes living, as they have reaſon, 
more delicately than other men , may be more 
ſubje& ro infection.than other men, and ſo it may 
be. dyc. 100z.. upon which account we may reaſon 
form this. Accident all .the Contingents of our 


Age: : , TY 
"* then for thoſe direful effeRts this Comet may 
pretend toy. from the my ſtate of Heaven , 
and che Configuration of the Planers : Firſt, All 
gue Aſtrologers confeſs the aſpeR.of Heaven at this 
time moſt propirious tous, Mars Culminane be- 
ſpeaking our Undercakings , inall humane proba- 
bility, happy z Mercury our Counſclls proſperous; 
Satwray and Fwpiter our Tradeimprovedz yea, and 
Taurus , tO which moſt ; > this Nation bejoagers . 

3 as... 


—_— whetein this Comet appears: 13. the very 
{arne Sign wherein the Comet- 16 5 27” was ſeen, 
which began about-the 9tþ. of December , as as. by 
ſme belicved , 'ab E144b, or 15th, Degreeof 
Gemins, © but inirsr 66 motionentred T avrys, 
20th. 2 1ſt; 22d. 234, oh December , which was'ar 
the ſame rime with thelaft Dutch War; a War, 
that norwirhftanding it was managed by a FaRion 
in this Nation , ended fo much to the glory of Eng. 
land, andthe ſhatne of Holland, tharit was thought 
r}1is Genetarion ſhould heat no more of ſuch a thin 
as a'Courcft'wirh the King of England , by the” die 
ſtreſſed Stares, BeſfideFY the Polition of the Hea- 
'vens are preſttmed as happy as we could wiſh chem, 
che Royal Sign Leo afeendutig Gn the Eaſterh Finitos, 
and 'rte exceflent Sear ,' the Lion's' Heart ariſing 
therewirh , in the very oppoſite degree ofthe afcen- 
dent', inthe Figure of the beginning of our late 
Troubles, the Moon aſcendent in conjunRion of the 
good Srat* Fapiter 5 berween the Sextile of Satarn 
and Yenus,/and applyin! its ſelfroa Sextile of 31ars, 
who is ſeated in a Houſe of Friendſhip, and. in a 
place of kindly aſpe&. 

Ar ſi quando aſcendens fuerit ſignum fixum , & Lung 
in' bono loco Figure Dominum longo tempove - durabit \ 
maxtmt fi furrit #1 Lene 5" hel in ejus Fiplicitate. 5 If 
the Hotoſcope'(hall be fixed; and-the: Mcon'ia a 
£00d piace of rhe Figure (#:e. } Fortunate. in an 
Angle ,'6t'a fucctderic 'Honfſe , ix porrends: that a 
'Kingdomor:Dominion-ſhalH remain Flong time's 
«ctiefly , # £eofhall aſcend , ( which in this Figure 
mY = ir 


ir doth ) ora fign of rhe ſame Triplicity,” 'Haly. de 
jul, Atty. fol. 334. He goeth 0n---. Etvam ſifuerit 
in Aſcendente fortuns , fugneficot brnitatem «llius 'Regis » 
&.bonos mores, © 'bonn face, Haly:ur ſupra; » Andit 
( ſaith he '@ farcunare. Star ſhall-be: ia the Acer 
dent, "it fignifies 'G1odneſs ,''Clemeney; Worth 
and Juſtice ot the, King (o proclamed , and inti- 
matcs him alſo to-be active, and freely forward in 
pvod things. - I ſhallſparte:ro Comment upon theſt 
maſt fult Texrs, becauſe] would nor. be cftecmed. 
Plarterer,- - ! $:1 7 360] 44 

noe Pone Aſcendens Lronem , ſitque Sol tuncin Tauro 
i# decimg ab Aſcendente, ſit etiam Luns in primo junta 
Verers aut Jous , &c, {ah Guide Brnatus, pars 3. fol 
4$%, 'Winen you would prochaine a {Warr faith 
dey place Loo upori-rhe A{cendent;-and lerrhe Sun 
ben Taurmw., in the tenth from the'Aſcendenr, and 
pole the Moon in'the firſt houſe , -joyned either to 
Fepiter Or Venus, $0, + ; < SN 

Hear Haly yet again ; --- & -Jupher futr#' in 4 
cendente, 8c, | WW hen Japiter-is polited- in the Af 
cendent of (uch a Figure, ( herehe is ſo, and is in 
Conjundtion of Luna-alſo ) he portends the King 
or Prince, in ation ; to be-jult , prudent, and de- 
ſirous ofche'good of his Subjects, And that as he 
is honoured with Viatory,}. ſo will-he be' a grear 
Cheriſher and Preſecxver of the Laws, and a Lo» 
ver of all Acts of Clemency and Juktice, + 
/- The Sun (faith the Learned Cardan)) hath ſigni» 
fication of Kings ,- and che Moonot'Sabjets; The 
Sun ,' the'grand'Significator ot Soveraignty, Rule 
and Dignity, is nobly fixed inthe Anglevt. Digni- 
ty, 


— 
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ty , 'itrthe Houſe of the beneyolevt Planet Penus » 
and Exaltation of the Moon, whence it is apparenc, 
that this great Converſion and. Charge ,' will nor 
only.be for” his Majeſties Happy.and \Peaceable 
Reign , bur the Peoples Joy and Delight; 

-That the Government thus founded ſhall remain 
fixed and immovable , is ſeen by the fixation of the 
Angles , the prime points ofthe Figure.z but chief» 
ly of che fixed poſition of the Sun, * 5-- St © futrit iy 
x18 , . ſigntficat darobiltatem & firmitatem loygum 
tempus, (1.e, ) It rhe Sun (hall be poſitedin a fix- 
ed Sign, he porterds the Government and Honour 
chereofo continue firm and durable @ long time, 
But beſides his being located in a :fixed Sign, and 
the chief Angle obHeaven, be js in partile Sextile 
of Mars, the Patron of Viftory and-Conquelty, who 
is poſired in the eleventh Houſe ; which is an «mi- 
nent Argyment , and moſt clear Teſtimony , Thar 
his Majeſty cannot wane aſſiſtance and ſupport 
{ſhould he (which I dare be confident he never 
will) ſtand in nced) cven from the ycry beſt of men: 
(#.e.) from thoſe that are moſt ative, powerfull , 
and «kilful in Arms. Nor ſhould he be any man- 
ner of way leſs 1eſpcfted from thoſe of the meaner 
Rank, Quality, and 3 gk Is not Luus in:Sex- 
tile of Yeaus, who is Lady or Governeſs of the Ae- 
dium Cel; > Is not Mercury Lord of the eleventh and 
ſecond Hoyſes , in Gemrez in the tenth, and he fim- 

ly moſt irong in, the Figure-> I know ; ſome may 
be aprto urge a back(liding in Friends from AMercu- 
ries retfogradaticn , and ihe Poſition of Mars in the 
cleventh. Houſe ; bur ler ſuch know that this Retro- 
gradation 
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adation of a Plancr is no Eſſential , but Acciden- 
tat Debility, Nor is the Pofition of Mars in the c- 
leventh Houle the prodremas of auy danger, he be- 
ing in che Sextile ofrhe Sun, Befides , -were ir not 
that there wasthae happy Radiation berween the 
Sun and Mars; yet the injury his ſingle poſition 
porrends , 1s alleviared by ehe benign Sang of 
Fenus inthe ſame houſe, ſhe being in perte& Ami- 
ty wich the Mon : for it is a known Rule among 
Afﬀtrologers, Datcquid ligat Mars, ſetvit Venus : 
Whatloever Afars by his ill influence , harms ; Ye- 
rus by her benevolent Rays, helps. Therefore nei- 
ther Mer his Pofitionin the Angle of Friendihip, 
or Mercury's Retrogradation,, can have any evil fig- 
nfication that is nototherwiſc over-balanced, 

Aſp ce ad partem Fortane , & ad partem Nobilitatis , 
que actipitar tn die 8 grad Solis in gradum ipfins Exal- 
tattonts --- & projretter ab Aſcendente, Aſpice etiatne 
potiem Regni & Uifleriz , que accipitur in die & nofle 
a gradu Solis, in gratam Lunz, & projicitur @ gro- 
Au Mears Cie't. ( [deft ) In the Figure ot the pro- 
claminz ofa King ,. you ſhould have regard ro rhe 
Part of Fortune, and to the part of Nobility, which 
by day is gained by {ubfraRting the D-gree of the 
'$1s place, from the D-grec of his Exaltation , 
and projaing it fromthe Aſcendene; Pehold alſo 
the part 08 &eKingdem , and of Victory , which 
both day and nig{.c you mult rake from ee D-:gree 
of the Sun , 15 the Degree of the- Moon, and rhen 
- proj & it. from the Degree of the Mil. heaven, 
Tien for the uſe of thote Parts, examining the ſame 
lkearied Autnir, tcncils ns --- St quando ke partes 
Tene- 


- - 
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Lenerit in bonis locis @ fortunatis, & cum Fortunis, ſig- 
nificat magnam nobilitatem © bonorem ill: domino, &c, 
(;.e. ) 1t whenapy or all of theſe Parts happen to 
be placed fortunately in the Figure, and with the 
Fortunes alſo z. they portend- great Nobility and 
Honour. to that Prince. then proclamed , &«, ---. 
--- Here you ſectheſe ſeveral Princely parts are po- 
fited inthe chicf places of che Figure, and the part 
of Nobility near the body of Yenus: beſides, they 
are all ncar eminent fixed Stars, wiz, the part of 
Fortune near Cor.Scorpre , tn the fourth houſes and 
the part of Victory,@c. rear Cor Leornis , in the Aſ- 
cendent or firſt houſe ;, and the parr of Nobility in 
Cancer ,, nearly in ConjunCtion of Res- Algenſe, a 
fplendid, ſhining, fixed Star in the eleyenth houſe : 
tbercforc ] pronounce the Aphoriſm.to take ſull ef- 
fet. Ir is no mean Argument of laſting honour 
and happineſs , in which the fixed ſtars are fo emi. 
n«cntly concerned; For, according to Ptelemy , Stell g 
fixe mirabiles & ultra rattonem felicitates tribuunt , &c, 
The fixed Stars do deſign moſt admirable Felicity 
and honour, &«. Ptol. Cent.. Aphoriſ, 29. 


- To theſe particular Obſervations I may add this 
general one ; The former part of Taurus, wherein 
this Comet 1sthought tobe ,. fromthe ſeventeenth 

egrec, to the twenty ſeventh of & the Stars are 
ſomething turbulent , clouily, but inauſpicious 
ro them who are troubleſume, by reaſon of the 
Plnades contained within thoſe Degrees, and are 


of 
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of the rature of G and »y, the middle parts of & from 
the twenty 1eventh Degree ;; ro the firſtof I are 
gempcraiety tot, and ſomewhat motft , by reaſon 
of ſomc i Feriſhes 1n Perſeus , of che nature of Hh and 
vx. from the beginning of xr tothe Fyades , and the 
Horn of Taurus: and by the approach of Orien , 
cauſeth Thunder and Lightning : the North pare 
made temperate by Perſeus, the South rariable, 
and.uncertain , by rcafon of ſorne Stars participa- 
ting of 4 commixed , and others of the nature of 
h and y. | | 


Thus much, Good Sir, is the ſubſtance of our 
apprehenſion of this Comer, in its Nature , Situa- 
tion, and Influence , which its high time to put an 
endto; fince 1ts almoſt three a Clock in the morn- 
ing, andIamjuſt called up to ſee itagain; only I 
muſt intrear your Worſhips pardon, for the mi- 
ſtakes in this haſty Impertinence, which I dare nor 
corre , ſince itis already (0 blotted , that you can 
hardly read ir, God bleſs you and yours, and be 
ſure our fortune , under God, 1s in our own 
hands , fince Virtue and Vice, our Dutics andour 
Sins, are the only Configurations that porrend 
Woe or Weal to the V Vorid, God ble(s his Ma- 
jelty, whole care and prudence , with his Peoples 
love and prayers , have (ct him above Mercors , yea 
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and Stars themſelves , to tear nothing bur the Star 
warmpood , I mcan chac Bicterneſs , and choſe Myr- 
murings, that may forfeic the greateſt Bleſſings of. 
Mankind, Ik | | 


Frem Andover, Your #.nſhips, 
this 12th, 7 think. Moſt humble, 
1 muy ſay 13th. ef , aud miſt obedeent 


December | Seruant. 
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